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different

So, here’s the story ...

Ag Jesug etarted on hig way, a man ran up fo him and
fell on hig kneeg before him. “Good teacher,” he agked,
“what mugt | do to inherit eternal life?”

“Why-do you call me good?” Jesus angwered. “No

one ig good — except God alone. You know the com-
mandmente: “You shall not murder;you shall not commit
adultery; you shall-not steal; you ehall not give falee
testimony; you shall not defraud; honoryour father and
mother.”

“Teacher,” he-declared, “all thege | have kept (obeyed)
aince | wag a boy.”

Jeaug looked. at him-and loved him. “One thing you
lack,” he gaid. “Go, gell everything you have and give

to the-poor,/and you will have treacure in heaven. Then
come, follow me.

At thig the man’e face fell. He went-away ead, becauge
he had great wealth.

Jesug looked around and eaid to hig disciples, “Hou
hard it ig-for the rich-to.enter the kingdom of God!”
The digciileg were amazed at his words. But Jegus gaid
again, “Children how hard it ig to enter the kingdom

of God! t'ig eagier for a camel to go through the eye
of a needle than for someone who ig rich to enter the
kingdom of God.”

The digciples were even more amazed, and said to each
other, “Who then can be gaved?”

Jesug looked at them and gaid, “With man thig ig impos-
gible, but not with God; all things are posgible with God.”
Deter (gaid; “We have left everything to follow you.”
“Truly [ tell you,” Jesug replied, “no one who hag left
home or brothers or gigters or mother or father or-chil-
dren or fields for me and the gospel wil fail to receive

a hundred times ag mueh in. thig present age: homeg,
brothers, gisterg, motherg, children and fields — along
with pergecutiong — and inAhe-age to come eternal life.

But many who are firt will be lagt, and the lagt firet.”
Read the story for yourself inMark [0:(7-3

MONEY MATTERS, BUT NOT SO MUCH

— TUESDAY
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ou wa a g&
You g ‘But godlinege with

contentmentig great
gain. For we-brought
nothing into. the world,
and we can take
nothing out of it. But

~ THURSDAY

content
qatigfied; untroubled;

fulfilled; cheerful;
delighted; at eage

ot if we have food-and
. clothing, we will be
insecure content with that,

uneure; doubtful; —
apprehengive; worried;
ill at eage; self-congcious

1 Timothy 6:6-8

dl/{aéa a c[i/[/[.s’zsnas

Step up:
When you have a little something extra, share it with
gomeone who doegn’t have ag much (or anything at all).

Take it ap a/notch:

Save up or start a-fund to be able to do something epe-
cial for-thoge in-need, like giving out food for a holiday,
or gifte for certain celebrations. Maybe necessities for
the homelegg in your community.

Take it to God
God knows what your needg are (Matthew 6:8).
Don’t get all ceremonial. Be real with Him.

.(/Do[[ your /[u'a)zc[i

Do you think having lots of money makes you a better pereon?

Yes
No

Jesus did lots of miracles while He wag on the
earth. Read about one of them here:

Matthew [7:24-27
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_ FRIDAY-.__ Trast in God;

all others mast
take a back seat

[n-our story this week,
Jeaug wag not telling Hig

gpostlee that rich people
can’+-make it into Heaven.

He wag saying that it can
be hard, Wealth carrieg

with it a gtrong genge

of gecurity — one that
people can eagily become

dependent or reliant upon,
ingtead of God.

Trusting in what money
can do for you —(though

it often geema 1o fit g
need — ig ofill 5 flawed

hope.
Thinge canthangein a

heartbeat.
[ live in Oklahoma, home

of tornado-alley. | pereon-

ally know people. who-have
actually logt everything

they had to acatactrophic
event.

Outting your trugt in any-

thing other tha g
God — the Creator of the
univerge — ig going to let
you down eventually, and
likely be devastating when
it doe.

[t juet can’t meagure up.
God hag an angwer for
every gingle problem.
What’e even better ig,
He’e not surprised by
anything that pops up.
He knows everything.
Money ign’t going to get
you into Heaven.

Money ie not going to
make you feel loved.
Money cannot gain you
true friende.

Money ig good for putting
a roof over your head,
paying the bills, and filling
your refrigerator.

Money i a algo tool to
help.others who need it.

(

\

Here are some scriptures that talk about
money and good stewardship:

[ Corinthiang 4:2
Titug [:7

[ Timothy 5:8
Malachi 3:10
Acte 20:35

Colossiang 3:23

Deuteronomy 8:17-18

Proverbs 10:4-5
Proverbg 12:11
Proverbs [3:I1
Proverbg 16:8
Proverbs 21:6

J
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S0, let’s wrap it up

“Thoge who want to get
rich fall into temptation and
a trap and into many fooligh
and harmful degires that
plunge people into ruin and
destruction. For the love of
money ig a root of all kindg
of evil. Some people, eager
for money, have wandered
from the faith and pierced
themgelves with many
griefe,” | Timothy 6:9-10
warne.

[t’e not that dollar billg,
coing, or debit carde pave
the ?afh to-hell, but it can
eagily become an obgeggion
or meang of trouble.

Why?

- Everybody needs it to
aurvive.

» Many people don’t have
enough of it to get by. So
they want more of it.
*People-fear the unknown
and money can fix a lot of
unexpected probleme.

- With if, money can gecure
mogt-4hinge you need or
want.

* Some people enjoy the
power of influence or statug
it can offer.

Yeah, it’s eagy to see why it
gripe and driveg/the hearte
of many.

But degires; whether they
afart out with good inten~
tiong or not, can gpiral
downward — leading you
into.a deep trap real (}uick.
God warng ug tonot love
other things more than Him.
[t’s becauge thoge celfich
motivee will come right back
around to lock ug in a cage
— every time.

Do you know.anyone who

just can’t geem to get

enough money? Nothing
they do eatiefies that goal?
They act/like Serooge and
haggle over-every penny, at
the came time piling it up
ag fast and furious ag they
can.

What exactly is the point of
that?

Money's entire purpoge ig
to be gpent — not foolishly

on trivial or ugelesg junk,
but it’s there to gerve a
purpoge.

[t'e simply-a common de-
nominator between' humang,
0 we don’t have 10go
back-to the daye of trading
and bartering.

[ personally like being able
to'go to the grocery store
to get thinge [ need,; rath-
er than hunfing all over
creationto find someone
who’¢ got chickens or
farme peanute. (( love
peanut butter, ag do my
doggos.) And Heaven help
ug if there’s no one within
10O mileg who grows all
the stuff to trade for some
tacos. You get my point.
Money wag never intended
to become a thing to hoard.
Having what you need and
being able to care for your
family ie one thing; stockpil-
ing-all the wealth in town <o
you can go around feeling
like a bigghot ie gomething
elee entirely.

310

We are to be good stewardg
(managers) of lote of thinge
— money included.
Ag with mogt thingg, it's
going to take gome prac-
tice, come painful leseong
and experiences becauge of
errorg how and then, and
come real gelf discipline to
be a good steward.
God wantg ug to be regpon-
gible with the thinge He
meang to be uged for Hig
purpose. We can’t go run-
ning around gpending it all
to buy up frivolous things.
On the other extreme, He
doeen’t want ug locking it
down go tight it no longer
gerves any useful purpoge
outeide of gitting in a vault.
Got money and talent?
“Each of you ghould uge
whatever gift you have
received to gerve otherg, ag
faithful etewards of God’e
race in ite various formg.”
8 Peter 4:0)

Do yod think money is the answer to all your

problems?

has been bugging me lately, bringing me down.
What can | do to change that? Do | need help
from someone else? Who?
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Claiming the promised land

To play, connect two adjacent (next to
each other) dots. Take turns with your
opponent. If you complete a square, you
get another turn. The one with the most
squares at the end of the game wins.

You are ...

blessed

Wandering the wilderness

Make your way along the words to make a
sentence. Your journey will form one single
path. You can only go north, south, east,
or west and the path must never cross over
itself. Start at the northwest corner and
finish at the southeast corner.

T E L E L F
F R L'S/R H
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answer on page 337
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M aﬁhew 7:7 answer on page 321
SITIN|{E[M|D|IN|A{MIM|O|C
HIE[A|V|E[NID|Y|O[B|S|L
LIA[CIK|IL|E|T|ID|S|E|I[A
RIC|S|I|V|II|G|E|H|F|IN|N
EIH|VIE|R|IN|R|C|E|J|S|R
VIE|TIEITIVII|RIE|T|N|E
[LIRIHIK|E[RIY|O|U|T[H|T
GINIWIDIT|IRIEJA|S|U|RI|E
[IPIO|S|S|E|[S|S|I|O[N|S
TEACHER YOUTH HEAVEN
INHERIT LEACK GRIEVED
ETERNAL SIN POSSESSIONS
LIFE GIVE RICHES
COMMANDMENTS EVIL KINGDOM
OBSERVED TREASURE ENTER

Doodle Box
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i Make a list of all the things you can do without money:
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