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I THOUGHT YOU WERE MY FRIEND

— MONDAY__  Be.. — TUESDAY

brave

So, here’s the story ...

Jegug told Hie dlgmpleg “Let’s go now becauge my
betrayer ig here.”

Ag He wag epeaking, Judag, one of Hig disciples, came
with many armed men from the chief prieste and elders

of the people. Judag had told the men that he would greet
Jegug with a kisg on Hig cheek ag a gign o they would
know who to arregt.

Along came Jegug and Judag eaid, “Hello, Magter,” ag he
kisged Him in a greeting.

The armed men took hold of Jesug by force. One of

the dicciples drew hie eword to fight the men off and he
gtruek one, cutting off the goldier’s ear.

Jeaue told hlm “Out away your sword, becauge Eeople
who live by the Guiord die by the aword. Do you think |
can’t pray to My Father and get 12 legiong of angels to
defend me?;(f Lwere to do that, how would the seriptures
be fulfilled? [t hag to be thie way.”

To all the people around Him, Jegug gaid, “Are you all
eoming at me with swordg ke you are trying to catch
arthief? Didn’t [ git with you every day teaching in the
temple? You didn’t try to lay a hand on me then.”

But all thie wag done in order to fulfill the scriptures of
the prophete.

All the-digciples abandoned Jesug and ran away.

The men who had grabbed Jegus led him away to
Caiaphag the high priect, where the geribes and elders had
gathered.

Read the story for yourself in
Matthew 26:46-57

Take it to God

Take that hurt you-feel straight to Jegus. Pray for
comfort and healing. Choose o forgive that pergon;
it’s necegsary..Bod ehoge to forgive you of youn
wrongdoing, you must offer that same.grace.
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Step up:

When gomeone hag done you wrong, even when they
don’t degerve it, make the-ehoice to forgive them. Take
your hurt to Jesug and work through it like He showed
ug. How can we eﬁ)eo% God to forgive ug of our ging
if we won’t show Hig love toward others by forgiving
them?

Ephesians 4:32

Take it up a notch:

Maybe you need to go directly to that person and tell
them you forgive them. Have a conversation and let
them know you aren’t holding it against them. Thig
doean’t mean you have to allow yourself to be migtreat-
ed in the future, it juet meang you aren’t going to let
that hate control your thinking or actions. Maybe they
are sorry for it. Or maype not; that doesn’t matter.

fpo[[ your /1[5)26[5,

Are you refusing to forgive someone for doing gomething wrong to
you?

Yes
No

Jesus did lots of miracles while He wag on the
earth. Read about one of them here:

Luke 22:50-5I
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The act of
betrayal cuts
extra deep

There’e not aot that
hurte more than to be
betrayed by 'comeone you
thought cared about you.
Friende — and gometimeg
even family memberg

— can do gome gerioug
damage. Becauge of your
relationship with them,

you know them extremely
well, and they know you
well, too. When you are 2o
close with someone like
that, it only makes you feel
worge if they turn againet
you or let you down. You
wouldn’t care ag much if
it wag a gtranger, becauge
you haven’t invegted a lot
of time and memories with
that percon, building a
relationghip with them.
Even though Jegug knew
that Judas wag going to
betray Him at come point,
(m sure it mugt have hurt

Him very de 0
through it. Imagine them
traveling together, eating
all their mealg together
and hanging out all the
time, learning what each
Fergon likes and doegn't
ike, cracking jokes and
having fun — only to find,
after epending all that
time, that thie suppoged
friend would turn Him
over to an angry mob who
would eventually get Him
killed.

So, when you feel be-
trayed, understand that
Jeaug totally knows what
that hurt feele like. He
undergtandg what youre
going through.

He standg by your side
and comforte you when
you're struggling through
thoge awful, painful feel-
inge. He won’t leave you.

(
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Did gou know that Jesus knew that Judas
wag going to betray Him before he even
did it? [n Luke 22:21, during a Passover
feast (also known ag the Last SupEer),
Jesus openly talks about the fact that Hig
betrayer ig in the group, right there at the
table'with them. The students are puzzled,
wondering which one would do such a thing.
Back ur a bit in the chapter, to Luke 22:(~
¢ about Judag and hig arrangement
with the chief priegts to be compensated
(paid money) to betray Jegus.
J

— WEEKEND _
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S0, let’s wrap it up

[n cage you've never heard
the rest of the gtory, affer
Judag betrays hig teacher,
Jegug ig arrested. The
prieste want Him gone,
He’e cauging them trouble
with the people. (Bagically
they wanted everyone to
depend on them and their
great wigdom, ingtead of
gomeone elee.) They were
g0 full of themgelves and
their own laws that they
couldn’t even tell when

the long-awaited — and
promiged — Meggiah (who
wag Jesug) actually arrived.
The prieste should’ve been
g0 excited that Jesug wag
with them, but no,they-had
become corrupt. They felt
threatened by Hig teachings
and did not believe He wag
the true Son-of God.

Jegug wag eventually gen-
tenced to die by hanging on
a Crosg.

So, knowing thie, you may
be wondering why Jegus
didn’t-stop the betrayal of

Judag, gince He knew what
would happen later.

Jegug went 1o that death
voluntarily. [t wag all part of
a bigger plan.

[n John 316, it cayg, “For
Bod <0 loved the world, that
He gave Hig only begotten
Son, that whoever believeg
in Him ghould not perigh,
but have eternal [ife.”

[n order for Jegug to be
regurrected, He firet had

to die. When He did those
things, He took the power
and-control over death and
Hell away from the devil.
InRevelation [8, it eayg, |
am He that liveg, and wag
dead;-and behold, | am-alive
forevermore, Amen; and
have the keyg of hell and of
death.”

Being redeemed by Jesug,
believere cannow go to
Heaven when thig life ig
over.

So, what’e the difference
between believerg and
thoge condemned to epend

forever in hell?

It all goes back to the
problem of in.

We are all einners. God ie
Holy. He literally doeg not
oceupy the'same space’ag
ain (remember we talked
about that in one-of the
previous weeks). Anything
not pure and holy would
ingtantly be gone, burned
up, disintegrated, in Hig
presence: There would be
nothing left of ug.

But, if you'll remember,
Jesue wag the perfect
man — He fever sinned.
Sinnerg are condemned to
death. He wag not.

Since He hag control over
death-and hell, it’e Hie call
to decide who gets the
freedom He purchaged.
When we'go to Hirm with
a repentant heart (turning
away from ein).and agk
Him to forgive ug of our
qing, Hie grace covers ug:
In Ephesiang 177, it eayg,
“In Him we have redemp-

88

tion through Hig blood,

the forgiveness of ging, in
accordance-with the richeg
of God’e grace ..”

Jegue allowed Hig innocent
blood to,be gpilled o we
could be eaved: He! paid the
price (congequences/cost)
of-sin-for ug-all.

But, come don’t acknowl-
edge the need for a Savior
— andthat Jegus died to
pay for those ging and roge
ggain. Thoge who don’t
turn away from thoge ging
and don’t agk Jesug for
forgivenegs, then thoge
people are ¢till condemned
to-an efernity in hell.

What a horrible fate, when
the debt hag already been
paid.

There ig no good reagon
that anyone ghould go to
hell < becauge He made a
wayof egcape. But, ead-
ly, thoge who reject what
Jeaug did for them will

Have you ever been betrayed? How did you

cope with that?

has been bugging me lately, bringing me down.
What can | do to change that? Do | need help
from someone else? Who?
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Claiming the promised land

To play, connect two adjacent (next to
each other) dots. Take turns with your
opponent. If you complete a square, you
get another turn. The one with the most
squares at the end of the game wins.
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awesome

Wandering the wilderness

Make your way along the words to make a
sentence. Your journey will form one single
path. You can only go'north, south, east,
or west and the path must never cross over
itself. Start at the northwest corner and
finish at the southeast corner.
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answer on page 331
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Matthew 7:7

answer on page 319

answer on page 315

WiF|J|IS|C|A|T|T|E|R|E|D
E{EJU|E[Y|L|{N|LIA|S|5|R
LIA|S|L|S|J|UIB|IO|E|A|E
BIR|T|P|F|U|B|B|D|I|D|H
M{S|S|TIK|T|S|E|S|Z2|U|P
UIRIE|C|P|S|L|E|T|E|J|E
TIM{T|S|B|F|ID|L{HIR|K|H
S|ICIR|T|P|IT|IU|RIE|S|A|S
O|T|P|DIF|SIWIO|R|D|S|Y
BETRAY STUMBLE SEIZE
JUDAS KISS RABBI
JESUS SWORDS  SCRIPTURES
SCATTERED CLUBS FULFILLED
SHEPHERD PRIESTS DISCIPLES
RAISED FAR FLED

Doodle Box
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answer on page 324
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